
Present Perfect
Using already, still and yet



Use “already” in positive sentences 

to say that something happened 

earlier than expected, but don’t

mention when it happened.

So, you've visited 

three universities 

already, right?!

Present perfect - already
It is placed before the past participle verb or at the end of the sentence.

Subject + have/has + already + past participle.

Yeap! I've already

visited three 

universities.



I’ve already paid it!

Have you already paid 

the telephone bill?



Present perfect - yet
It is always placed at the end of the sentence.

Subject + haven't/hasn't + past participle + yet.

Use “yet” in negative sentences to say 

that something has not happened until 

the moment of speaking, but it is 

expected to happen.

Paul doesn’t know 

what he’s going to do. 

He hasn’t decided yet.



Have you written

the e-mail yet?

Yeap! I’ve written the e-mail, 

but I haven’t sent it yet.



Present perfect - still
It is always placed after the subject.

Subject + still + haven't/hasn't + past participle

Use “still” in negative sentences to say 

that that something has not happened 

until the moment of speaking. It often 

expresses that the event was expected 

to happen earlier.

I still haven't bought a 

present for Liam. I 

keep forgetting!



Emma still hasn't arrived. 

She's really late!

Have you heard of

Emma?



Use "just" to describe an action that happened a very

short time before the moment of speaking.

Lara has just phoned. (present perfect)

= She phoned two minutes ago. (past simple)

2 minutes

ago

present

How about just?



Where do I place just in a sentence?

Let's review the structure of the present perfect:

subject + have/ has + past participle verb

Place "just" between "have/has" and the "past participle verb":

subject + have/ has + just + past participle verb

I have just seen Susan coming out of the cinema.
/dʒʌst/



She has already called me.

She has just called me.

She called me two minutes ago.

She arrived two hours ago.

Use the past simple with time 

expressions, for example:

“two minutes/days/weeks/years ago

Use the present perfect with just to refer

to something that happened a very short 

time before speaking.

Use the present perfect with already to

refer to something that happened in any

moment in the past.

Simple past with time expressions

& Present Perfect with just, already



She has just left.

She left two minutes ago.

Have you heard of 

Emma?



In negative sentences:

Use “yet” to express that 

something is expected to happen:

I haven’t traveled to Europe yet.

Use “still” to express that 

something was expected to 

happen earlier, but it is still 

expected to happen:

He still hasn’t called her.

The train has arrived

already. I need to hurry!

I haven’t finished my 

homework yet!

I still haven't called mom. 

She must be angry!
All-in-one:

Use the present perfect to describe general experiences in 

the past, without mentioning any specific moment:

I’ve eaten Japanese food once.

I haven’t eaten Japanese food.

I’ve never eaten Japanese food.

In positive sentences:

Use “already” to emphasize that 

something happened earlier than 

expected:

I’ve already traveled to Europe.

Use “just” to refer to something 

that happened a very short time 

ago:

She has just arrived from Europe.



Tip for you! 

Create three lists of experiences:

List #1

Experiences you have already had in the past. Use 

“already” in your sentences.

List #2

Experiences you still haven’t had (but expect to have

them in the future). Use “still” in your sentences.

List #3

Experiences you wish you had already had (but you

haven’t had them yet). Use “yet” in your sentences.
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