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April 27,2025 | Divine Mercy Sunday | Year C

WELCOME

Website: mystjoanofarc.org

SAINT JOAN of ARC

CATHOLIC PARISH

Email: Stjoan570@hotmail.com
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MASS SCHEDULE
Lord’s Day Masses:

Saturday ... 4:00pm (English)
Sunday ... 8:00am & 10:00am (English)
12:00pm (Spanish)
2:00pm (Twi)

Daily Masses:

Monday - Thursday: 9:00am (English)
Tuesdays: 6:30pm (Spanish)
Fridays (No Mass)

Rosary: Every weekday at 8:30am
OFFICE HOURS
Monday & Tuesday: 9am - 3pm
Wednesday & Friday: 9am - 1pm
RECONCILIATION
Saturday at 3:00pm or by appointment
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STAFF
Bishop of Worcester
Most Rev. Robert J. McManus

Administrator
Fr. Enoch Kyeremateng
Hispanic Ministry
Fr. Juan Parra
Sr. Andrea Avellaneda

Deacon
Samuel Morrison
Parish Secretary
Jacqueline Santram
Religious Educator & Youth Coord.
John Rodriguez

Parish Council, Chair/Part. in Charity
Kayt O’Rourke

AKWAABA
BIENVENIDOS

570 Lincoln Street | Worcester, MA 01605 | Rectory: 508-852-3232

Fax: 508-852-3223

SETRIGEN JESUS

TRUST IN DIVINE MERCY

Parish Council, Vice Chairman
Nicholas Obeng

Finance Council, Chair
Denise Batchelder
Facilities Manager / Custodian
Gilberto De Jestis
FOOD PANTRY
Wednesdays: 5:00 - 6:30pm

Food Pantry Coordinators
Paula Ogle & Felicity Abankroh

SACRAMENTS
Safe Environment and Other (see page 5)

Saint Joan of Arc Motto:
“Go forward bravely. Fear Nothing”
“If I be not in a state of grace, I pray God place
me in it; if [ be in it, I pray God keep me so.”




NEXT WEEK: May 4, 2025 | Third Sunday of Easter | Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

M ASS Please pray to end
G Abortion
= INTENTIONS and Infanticide

All Masses are in English unless otherwise indicated.

IVINE MERCY SUNDAY

D

Sun 4/27 8:00am
10:00am

(Spanish) 12:00pm

(Twi) 2:00pm

Mon 4/28 8:30am
9:00am

Tue 4/29 8:30am
9:00am

(Spanish)  5:30pm
(Spanish)  6:30pm

Wed 4/30 8:30am
9:00am

6:00pm

Thu 5/1 8:30am
9:00am

Fri 52
Sat 5/3 3:00pm
4:00pm

Sun 5/4 8:00am
10:00am

(Spanish) 12:00pm
(Twi) 2:00pm

Parishioners of St. Joan of Arc
Fr. Walter Riley

Teresa & Joe Fernandes
unrequested

Wilberforce Quarshie

Rosary ... (St. Peter Claret & St. Louis de Montfort)
unrequested

Rosary ... (St. Catherine of Siena)
Mary Gadaire

Confessions (Spanish)

Mass (Spanish)

Rosary ... (St. Pius V)
unrequested
Novena to St. Joan of Arc

Rosary ... (St. Joseph the Worker)
unrequested

No Mass

Confessions ... (Third Sunday of Easter)
Mary Gadaire

Parishioners of St. Joan of Arc
Fr. Walter Riley

Manuel Onares

Fernandes Family
unrequested

Wilberforce Quarshie
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Please pray
for our sick
brothers
and
sisters

Mary Gray
Philip Adusei
Paul Mensah Kumah
Carmen Santiago
Judith Vargas
Edwin Maldonado
Edward
Roger Archambault
Corana Archambault
Dariana Vasquez
Carmen Medina
Josefina Le-fort
Claudia Munoz
Herminia Quites

If you would like to add
someone to our sick list,
please call the rectory.

BRING SOMEONE TO MASS NEXT SUNDAY

HOURS OF GRACE ADORATION
There will be adoration this Wednesday after our

morning Mass, from 9:30 am. Plan your time to be
with the Lord. Benediction is at 6pm.

WEEKLY REFLECTION FROM

YOURS TRULY
Alleluia! Alleluia! Be still! Don't be heartbro-
ken, don't be discouraged, and don't give up.
Relax. God loves you and will do everything
within His power to restore your peace and
joy. Stay in love and keep moving with a smile
during this Easter season. God still reigns.
Pax. Shalom!

Reflexion semanal de un servidor
jAleluya! jAleluya! jQuédate quieto! No te
desanimes, no te desanimes y no te rindas.
Relajate. Dios te ama y hard todo lo posible
para restaurar tu paz y alegria.
| Mantente en el amor y sigue ade-
| lante con una sonrisa durante esta
‘| Pascua. Dios aun reina. jPaz!
iShalom!

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Second Sunday of Easter
April 27, 2025

Reflection from Bishop Barron
John 20:19-31

Friends, our magnificent Gospel today declares that
there is no greater manifestation of the divine mercy
than the forgiveness of sins. We are in the upper room
with the disciples, those who had denied, betrayed, and
abandoned their master. Jesus comes and stands in
their midst. When they saw him, their fear must have
intensified; undoubtedly, he was back for revenge.

Instead, he speaks the simple word “Shalom,” peace.
He shows them his hands and his side, lest they forget
what the world (and they) did to him, but he does not
follow up with blame or retribution—only a word of
mercy.

And then the extraordinary commission: “Receive the
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
and whose sins you retain are retained.” Jesus’ mercy
is communicated to his disciples, who in turn are sent
to communicate it to the world.

This is the foundation for the sacrament of Penance,
which has existed in the Church from that moment to
the present day as the privileged vehicle of the divine
mercy.

- Bishop Barron’s Gospel Reflection -
Spanish Translation Below

DOMINGO DE LA DIVINA MISERICORDIA
Segundo Domingo de Pascua
27 de abril de 2025

Reflexion del Obispo Barron
Juan 20:19-31

Amigos, nuestro magnifico Evangelio de hoy declara
que no hay mayor manifestacion de la divina miseri-
cordia que el perdon de los pecados. Estamos en el
aposento alto con los discipulos, quienes habian
negado, traicionado y abandonado a su maestro. Jests
llega y se pone en medio de ellos. Al verlo, su miedo
debio intensificarse; sin duda, buscaba venganza.

En cambio, pronuncia la sencilla palabra «Shalom»,
paz. Les muestra las manos y el costado, para que no
olviden lo que el mundo (y ellos) le hizo, pero no con-
tintia con la culpa ni la retribucion, solo una palabra de
misericordia.

Y luego el extraordinario encargo: «Reciban el Espiritu
Santo. A quienes perdonen los pecados, les quedan
perdonados, y a quienes se los retengan, les quedan
retenidos». La misericordia de Jeslis se comunica a sus
discipulos, quienes a su vez son enviados a co-
municarla al mundo.

Este es el fundamento del sacramento de la Penitencia,
que ha existido en la Iglesia desde entonces hasta nues-
tros dias como vehiculo privilegiado de la misericordia
divina.




PROXIMA SEMANA: 4 de mayo de 2025 | Tercer Domingo de Pascua | Hechos 5:27-32, 40b-41; Apocalipsis 5:11-14; Juan 21:1-19

Mystic On The Resurrection
Spiritdaily.com

Did mystic Anne Catherine Emmerich really
“see” all she claimed to have seen, as far as
the lives of Jesus and Mary?

Certainly, aspects of her descriptions carry
™ the feel of an anointing, and Pope John Paul
II beatified Emmerich on October 3, 2004,
highlighting her personal virtues and ‘Catho-
lic plety, if not confirming all her visions, which are left to the
individual believer to discern. The purported “House of the Vir-
gin Mary” in Ephesus is piously associated
with her name because her description of it
led to its discovery in Turkey! At any rate:
what did she have to say about Jesus rising
from the dead?

From: (The Dolorous Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ)
The Resurrection of Our Lord:

I BEHELD the soul of our Lord between two angels, who were in
the attire of warriors: it was bright, luminous, and resplendent as
the sun at midday; it penetrated the rock, touched the sacred
body, passed into it, and the two were instantaneously united, and
became as one. I then saw the limbs move, and the body of our
Lord, being reunited to his soul and to his divinity, rise and shake
off the winding-sheet: the whole of the cave was illuminated and
lightsome.

At the same moment I saw a frightful monster burst from the
earth underneath the sepulchre. It had the tail of a serpent, and it
raised its dragon head proudly as if desirous of attacking Jesus;
and had likewise, if I remember correctly, a human head. But our
Lord held in his hand a white staff, to which was appended a
large banner; and he placed his foot on the head of the dragon,
and struck its tail three times with his staff, after which the mon-
ster disappeared.

I had had this same vision many times before the Resurrection,
and I saw just such a monster, appearing to endeavor to hide it-
self, at the time of the conception of our Lord: it greatly resem-
bled the serpent which tempted our first parents in Paradise, only
it was more horrible. I thought that this vision had reference to
the prophetic words, that ‘by the seed of the woman the head of
the serpent should be crushed,” and that the whole was intended
to demonstrate the victory of our Lord over death, for at the same
moment that I saw him crush the head of the monster, the tomb
likewise vanished from my sight.

I then saw the glorified body of our Lord rise up, and it passed
through the hard rock as easily as if the latter had been formed of
some ductile substance. The earth shook, and an angel in the garb
of a warrior descended from Heaven with the speed of lightning,
entered the tomb, lifted the stone, placed it on the right side, and
seated himself upon it. At this tremendous sight the soldiers fell
to the ground, and remained there apparently lifeless.

When Cassius saw the bright light which illuminated the tomb, he
approached the place where the sacred body had been placed,
looked at and touched the linen clothes in which it had been
wrapped, and left the sepulcher, intending to go and inform Pilate
of all that had happened. However, he tarried a short time to
watch the progress of events; for although he had felt the earth-
quake, seen the angel move the stone, and looked at the empty
tomb, yet he had not seen Jesus.

At the very moment in which the angel entered the sepulchre and
the earth quaked, I saw our Lord appear to his holy Mother on
Calvary. His body was beautiful and lightsome, and its beauty
was that of a celestial being. (continued)

and disappeared.

He was clothed in a large mantle, which at one moment
looked dazzlingly white, as it floated through the air, wav-
ing to and fro with every breath of wind, and the next
reflected a thousand brilliant colors as the sunbeams
passed over it.

His large open wounds shone brightly, and could be seen
from a great distance: the wounds in his hands were so
large that a finger might be put into them without difficul-
ty; and rays of light proceeded from them, diverging in
the direction of his fingers. The souls of the patriarchs
bowed down before the Mother of our Savior, and Jesus
spoke to her concerning his Resurrection, telling her many
things which I have forgotten. He
showed her his wounds; and Mary
prostrated to kiss his sacred feet;
but he took her hand, raised her,

When I was at some distance from the sepulchre, I saw
fresh lights burning there, and I likewise beheld a large
luminous spot in the sky immediately over Jerusalem.

OUR LADY’S MEMORIAL
GARDEN

As part of the Marian Shrine/Grotto build- }#
ing project, we are creating a space within r;_" -
the grotto captioned Our Lady's Garden. It

is a unique garden to remember a loved one enjoying the
bliss of heaven. If you are interested in purchasing a me-
morial stone to be placed here in honor of a
loved one who has passed away, please pick
up a form at the back of the church and fol-
low the instructions. We have minimal space
=88 and can only accommodate 60-80 memorial
@ stones. We have up until May 5 to place an
order just in time for the Anniversary Mass.

St. Joan of Arc Novena

Speaker: Deacon Samuel Morrison

We are in week 5 of our trinitarian parish
community novena to St. Joan of Arc.
Please plan your calendars to join this
spiritual reflection on our patron Saint.

/Y PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2025
Partners Thanks to all those who contributed towards
the last year’s campaign. The 2025 campaign

has begun and as usual, we are asking for
your usual kind contribution to reach our
goal. As we know, this annual campaign is the lifeblood
of the Diocese's numerous services. Such services include
the multitude of people helped each day through Catholic
Charities, Utility Assistance Fund, the Offices of Reli-
gious Education & Marriage and the Family, retired
Priests, the education of Seminarians in their studies to-
ward Priesthood, The African and Hispanic Ministries,
Diocesan School Grants, and Priests' Healthcare, among
many other ministries. The Diocesan goal for this year's
campaign remains at 5 million dollars, while the goal for
St. Joan of Arc remains at $38,000.00. We have reached
19% of goal with 19 donors. Thanks for your generous
contribution as we continue to encourage all to contribute
in support of our Diocese.




Prayers | Exciting News | Religious Education | Notices

First Holy Communion
Sunday, May 18th

Our CCD candidates' First Holy Com-
munion ceremony will be on Sunday,
May 18, 2025, at all Masses. Parents,
please start planning, and many thanks to
all our teachers who have sacrificed their

time, energy, and resources for all our children this
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f you or someone you
know has had an abortion,

be assured that it is never too

late to seek God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Addi-
tionally, other confidential, compassionate help is available.

“FORGIVENESS IS
THE RESTORATION
OF FREEDOM TO

Select “Find Help” from the menu on
www.hopeafterabortion.org to find
the diocesan Project Rachel Ministry

year. God bless and keep you.

Parish April Activities

“| April 1-30: Calendar Raffle
April 2 — May 28: St. Joan
of Arc Novena

April 4 -6: John XXIII Retreat

April 5: Diocesan Men’s Conference

April 8: Finance Council Meeting 4 ws
April 13: Palm Sunday '—'.V 2
April 17: Holy Thursday —
April 18: Good Friday

April 19: Holy Saturday

April 20: Easter Sunday

April 24: Knights of Columbus
April 26-27: Parish Youth Retreat Camp
April 30: Pastoral Council Meeting

-

Actividades Parroquiales de Abril

1-30 de abril: Sorteo de Calendario

2 de abril - 28 de mayo: Novena a Santa Juana
de Arco

4-6 de abril: Retiro a Juan XXIII

5 de abril: Conferencia Diocesana de Hombres
8 de abril: Reunion del Consejo de Finanzas
13 de abril: Domingo de Ramos

17 de abril: Jueves Santo

18 de abril: Viernes Santo

19 de abril: Sabado Santo

20 de abril: Domingo de Pascua

24 de abril: Caballeros de Colon

26y 27 de abril: Campamento de retiro juvenil
parroquial

30 de abril: Reunion del Consejo Pastoral

near you.

ONESELF: I'T IS THE
KEY HELD IN OUR USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,
OWN HAND TO OUR i el e e E
PRISON CELL." after Abortion

-St. John Paul the Great

www.uscch.org/bridges-of-mercy

April 13, 2025

UPCOMING - 2025

Mass Collection:  $3,319.00 th .

Building Fund: $82.00 75S A}ml"e" Sz;’y of
Utility: $450.00 t. Joan of Arc
Our Lady’s Garden: ~ $60.00 Parish Activities

Holy Triduum Candles:$120.00

Palm Sunday: $515.00 Wednesday, January 1st
Easter Sunday: $45.00 || Trinitarian community Mass at 9 am
Good Friday: $32.00 Saturday, March 29
Catholic Relief Serv: ~ $12.00 Lenten Retreat for all Parishioners
Special Cal. Raffle: $40.00 April 1-30

Thank you for all of your generous Special Calendar Raffle

contributions throughout this
month of April.

Wed. April 2 — Wed. May 28
St. Joan of Arc Novena for

all parishioners

April 20, 2025

Sunday, June 15
Thanksgiving Mass with Most Rev.

Mass Collection:  $4,283.00 Robert J. McManus,
Building Fund: $20.00 STD. DD. Bishop of Worcester.
Utility: $126.00 - Unveiling and blessing of
Easter Sunday: $740.00 Marian Shrine

Holy Thursday: $427.00 - Inaugurating the Bishop
Good Friday: $1,236.00 McManus Hall

Our Lady’s Garden: ~ $540.00 Special banquet follows after
75th Anniversary: $425.00 Mass in the ARC.

Holy Triduum Candles:$454.00

Palm Sunday:

TX Roadhouse Fund: $300.00
Rice Bowl Collection: $404.12

Lenten Fish Fry:

$35.00 Hapy
47?‘ f]’ 3\

$1,017.00

April 1: Emelia Ibanez - $50.00

April 2: Augustina Goma - $50.00
April 3: Raymond Eliason - $50.00
April 4: Corana Archambault - $50.00
April 5: Janice Graman - $50.00

April 6: Maxwell Akamboka - $100.00
April 7: Gregory Baker - $50.00

April 8: Brian Dunnellon - $50.00
April 9: John K. Atia - $50

April 10: Maxwell Akamboke - $50.00
April 11: Kwabena Boamah - $50.00
April 12: Rafael Rodriquez - $50.00

SNOILVINLVYYONOD

WINNERS OF THE APRIL SPECIAL CALENDAR RAFFLE

April 13:
April 14:
April 15:
April 16:
April 17:
April 18:
April 19:
April 20:
April 21:
April 22:
April 23:

Barbara Owusu - $100
Annya O’Rourke - $50.00
Agartha Addei - $50.00
Lucy Martell - $50.00
Theresa Obeng - $100.00
Perpetual Mensah - $100.00
Onix Lopez - $100.00
Shirley Ford - $100.00
Pamela McKeen - $50.00
Joe Sousa - $50.00

Mary Boaheng - $50.00

S3availoiiad




Special Highlights | Sacraments |

A Legacy To Take From Pope Francis
catholicexchange.com/legacy-of-pope-francis/
Speaking to most mainstream media, one would
gather the following strengths of Pope Francis:
Humility and Simplicity, Commitment to Social
Justice, focus on Mercy and Forgiveness, Dia-
logue and Ecumenism, and Reform of the Vati-
can. | would like to focus my attention on the

Simplicity of Faith.

One day, I remember Pope Francis saying that
the Faith is like that of his grandmother. When
one thinks about it, this is the crux of the matter.
With the complexity surrounding our understand-
ing of the Faith, one cannot forget what St.
Thomas writes at the beginning of his Treatise on
Faith in the Summa Theologiae:

As is clear from its language, the Creed expresses
the things of the faith as they are the term of the
believer’s act. Such an act does not have a propo-
sition as its term, but a reality, since just as with
scientific knowledge, so also with faith, the only
reason for formulating a proposition is that we

Offertory Collection | Upcoming Events

may have knowledge about the real.

The act of Faith is about reality, not about words

REQUIESCAT IN PACE
POPE FRANCIS
1936 - 2025

I think that this is what Pope Francis tried
to convey to all of us. He stripped every-
thing to try to get to the reality of Faith. He
was very devoted to popular devotions for
this reason. One can imagine the Holy
Family with Our Lady peeling the potatoes,
Our Lord playing at her side, and St. Joseph
fixing a piece of furniture. God acts pre-
cisely in the ordinary events of life, and this
was what Pope Francis tried to teach.

While the Papal Office requires one to fol-
low a certain protocol, Pope Francis’ break
with traditions linked to it can be viewed as
an attempt to simplify everything, even at
the cost of changing the very Office or per-
ception thereof.

Whether he intended it or not, Pope Francis
brought many of us to think about the ba-
sics of the Faith. His papacy, with all its
novelty, was ironically not so much about
the aggiornamento (bringing up to date) but
about returning to the basics of the Faith,
the ressourcement, considering the two
pastoral objectives of the Second Vatican
Council.

“The Lord never tires of forgiving. It is we who tire of asking for forgiveness.” - Pope Francis

Sacraments / Other / Safe Environment

New Parishioners: We are happy that you are
joining us today. If you want to be part of our
Parish, please pick up a form at the back of the
Church, fill it out, and return it to the Parish
office or register at our website.

Baptism: Celebrated the first and third Satur-
days of the month in the Church. Please call the
rectory to register. Instruction is required for all
parents seeking their child’s baptism and for
godparents. Parents may make appointment for
instruction at the time of registration.
Marriage: Arrangements should be made one
year (minimum) before the wedding date is set.
Necessary interviews and marriage prepara-
tions are required before any marriage. Please
call the rectory at 508-852-3232 for more infor-
mation.

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every
Saturday at 3pm or by appointment.

Spiritual Direction: Please call the rectory at
508-852-3232 for an appointment or referral.
Bulletin: All items should be in writing at the
rectory by noon on Tuesday.

Safe Environment: St. Joan of Arc Parish
follows the guidelines of the national charter
for the protection of children and young people
approved by the US Bishops and Diocese of

Worcester policies. If you are aware of an inci-
dent of sexual misconduct and the suspected
offender is a priest, deacon, candidate, seminar-
ian, religious, lay minister, employee or volun-
teer, you are encouraged to report the matter to
Judith Audette, Director of the Office for Heal-
ing and Prevention, Diocese of Worcester at
508-929-4393 or call Christina Lee, Safe Envi-
ronment Coordinator for St. Joan of Arc Parish
at 774-253-0615 (Direct and confidential line).

Nuevos feligreses:
Estamos felices de que se unan a nosotro aqui

hoy. Si desea ser parte de nuestra parroquia,
por favor recoja un formulario en la parte pos-
terior de la Iglesia, llenelo y devuelvalo a la
oficina parroquial o vaya a nuestro sitio web y
registrese.

Sacramento del Bautismo: Se celebra el pri-
mer y tercer sabado del mes en la Iglesia. Por
favor llame a la rectoria al 508-852-3232 para
registrarse. Se require instruccion para todos
los padres que buscan el bautismo y los pa-
drinos de sus hijos. Los padres pueden hacer
citas para la instruccion en el momento de la
inscripcion.

Matrimonio: Los arreglos deben hacerse un
afio (minimo) antes de fijar la fecha de la boda.
Se requieren las entrevistas y los preparativos

Sacramentos / Otros / Ambiente Seguro

matrimoniales necesarios antes de cualquier
matrimonio. Llame a la rectoria al 508-852-
3232 para obtener mas informacion.

Reconciliacion: Las confesiones se escuchan
todos los sabados a las 15 horas o con cita pre-
via.

Direccion espiritual: llame a la rectoria al 508
-852-3232 para programar una cita o una refer-
encia.

Boletin: Todos los articulos deben estar por
escrito en la rectoria antes del mediodia del
martes.

Ambiente seguro: la parroquia de Santa Juana
de Arco sigue las pautas de la carta nacional
para la proteccion de nifios y jovenes aprobada
por los obispos de los EE. UU. y las politicas
de la Diocesis de Worcester. Si tiene conoci-
miento de un incidente de conducta sexual
inapropiada y el presunto delincuente es un
sacerdote, diacono, candidato, seminarista,
religioso, ministro laico, empleado o volun-
tario, le recomendamos que informe el asunto a
Judith Audette, directora de la Oficina de Cura-
cion. y Prevencion, Didcesis de Worcester al
508-929-4393 o llame a Christina Lee, Coordi-
nadora de Ambiente Seguro de la Parroquia St.
Joan of Arc al 774-253-0615 (linea directa y
confidencial).




Mercadante

FUNERAL HOME

Est. 1961

370 Plantation Street * Worcester, MA 01605
508-754-0486 * www.mercadantefuneral.com
Committed Every Day to Caring  Pre-need Plans & Trust Available

Rex
MONUMENTS

Worcester

Welcome
to Our Church!

508-755-4035

info@rexmonumentsma.com
Wwww.rexmonumentsma.com

469 Lincoln St.,
Worcester

774-420-2649

INJURED?

Mallory’s Army
= oundation

United Together In The
% Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
) (973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY

We're Here to Help!
Law Offices of
Joseph J. Cariglia
188 Lincoln St., Worcester
508-791-2357
Toll free
1-800-750-2000
www.Carigilia.com

American
Red Cross

+

—

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer
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