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SECTION I:  

Qualifications, Duties, and Authority 

 

Qualifications: Must be a licensed physician in the state of Ohio for at least two years preceding his/her 
election or appointment. 

Duties/ Authority: Investigates the cause and manner of death when a person dies as a result of criminal 
or other violent means, by causality, by suicide, or in any suspicious manner, or when a person, 
including a child under two years of age, dies suddenly when in apparent good health. 

May perform, or order to have performed; autopsies, and toxicology as part of investigation. 

May testify in court as a witness of cause of death. 

 

 

SECTION II:  

PURPOSE OF THE ASHTABULA COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE 

The purpose of the Ashtabula County Coroner’s Office is to serve the citizens of Ashtabula County, 
particularly in those circumstances where a decedent suddenly expires, when in apparent good health 
or by violent means, by casualty, or where the decedent is unknown or unclaimed.  

The Coroner, or designated Investigator shall have such power end duties not inconsistent with those 
provided by the Ohio Revised Code, Sections of Chapter 313, and rulings by the Ohio Attorney’s 
General’s Office.  
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SECTION III:  

Ohio Revised Code & Attorney General Opinions 

313.06 

The Coroner, Deputy Coroner, and investigators shall be able at all times for the performance of their 
duties as set forth in Sections 313.01 to 313.22 of the Ohio Revised Code 

313.11 Unlawfully disturbing a body 

(A) No person, without an order from the coroner, any deputy coroner, or an investigator or other 
person designated by the coroner as having authority to issue an order under this section, shall 
purposely remove or disturb the body of any person who has died in the manner described in section 
313.12 of the Revised Code, or purposely and without such an order disturb the clothing or any article 
upon or near such a body or any of the possessions that the coroner has a duty to store under section 
313.14 of the Revised Code. 

(B) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that the offender attempted in good faith 
to rescue or administer life-preserving assistance to the deceased person, even though it is established 
he was dead at the time of the attempted rescue or assistance. 

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawfully disturbing a body, a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

 

313.12 Notice to coroner of violent, suspicious, unusual or sudden death 

(A) When any person dies as a result of criminal or other violent means, by casualty, by suicide, or in any 
suspicious or unusual manner, when any person, including a child under two years of age, dies suddenly 
when in apparent good health, or when any person with a developmental disability dies regardless of 
the circumstances, the physician called in attendance, or any member of an ambulance service, 
emergency squad, or law enforcement agency who obtains knowledge thereof arising from the person's 
duties, shall immediately notify the office of the coroner of the known facts concerning the time, place, 
manner, and circumstances of the death, and any other information that is required pursuant to 
sections 313.01 to 313.22 of the Revised Code. In such cases, if a request is made for cremation, the 
funeral director called in attendance shall immediately notify the coroner. 

 

(B) As used in this section, " developmental disability" has the same meaning as in section 5123.01 of 
the Revised Code. 
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OAG 88-035 

1. R.C. 313.11 gives a coroner control over the area “near the body” at the scene of an unexplained 
death. The determination of the extent of the area “near the body” is within the discretion of 
coroner. R.C. 313.11 also requires that everyone, including law enforcement personnel, must 
receive permission from the coroner before removing or disturbing the body  or articles found 
on or near the body, including but not limited to suicide notes, firearms, any other physical 
items found at the scene. 

2. R.C. 313.11 does not restrict the duration of the coroner’s control over the scene of an 
unexplained death; the coroner has control over this area for as long as he deems this control to 
be necessary in the exercise of his discretion 

 

OAG 73-123 

1. Under 313.11 and 313.12, the Coroner does not have jurisdiction over the body of a deceased 
person unless the death has occurred "as a result of criminal or other violent means, or by 
casualty, or by suicide, or in any suspicious or unusual manner, or when any person, including a 
child under 2 years of age, dies suddenly when in apparent good health." 

 

2. When none of the above circumstances are present, the coroner has jurisdiction only if the 
deceased is unknown, or those who are entitled to the body do not claim it 

 

OAG 39-727 

The coroner is not required to sign a death certificate where the death is not supposed to have 
been caused by unlawful or suspicious manner. 

 

OAG 47-1723 

In case of death of any person in a hospital resulting from accident, it is the duty of the physician 
in charge and of any other person having knowledge of fact, immediately to notify the coroner 
of the death, and of the time, place, manner and circumstances thereof. 

 

OAG 37-163 

It is obligatory upon the coroner at the time of the original call and before viewing the body to 
be informed that the death is supposed to have been caused by unlawful or suspicious means 
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SECTION IV: 

RECORD REQUEST 

313.09 Records 

The coroner shall keep a complete record of and shall fill in the cause of death on the death certificate, 
in all cases coming under his jurisdiction. All records shall be kept in the office of the coroner, but, if no 
such office is maintained, then such records shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the court of 
common pleas. Such records shall be properly indexed, and shall state the name, if known, of every 
deceased person as described in section 313.12 of the Revised Code, the place where the body was 
found, date of death, cause of death, and all other available information. The report of the coroner and 
the detailed findings of the autopsy shall be attached to the report of each case. The coroner shall 
promptly deliver, to the prosecuting attorney of the county in which such death occurred, copies of all 
necessary records relating to every death in which, in the judgment of the coroner or prosecuting 
attorney, further investigation is advisable. The sheriff of the county, the police of the city, the constable 
of the township, or marshal of the village in which the death occurred may be requested to furnish more 
information or make further investigation when requested by the coroner or his deputy. The 
prosecuting attorney may obtain copies of records and such other information as is necessary from the 
office of the coroner. All records of the coroner are the property of the county. 

313.10 Records to be public- certified copies as evidence 

(A)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the records of the coroner who has jurisdiction over 
the case, including, but not limited to, the detailed descriptions of the observations written during the 
progress of an autopsy and the conclusions drawn from those observations filed in the office of the 
coroner under division (A) of section 313.13 of the Revised Code, made personally by the coroner or by 
anyone acting under the coroner's direction or supervision, are public records. Those records, or 
transcripts or photostatic copies of them, certified by the coroner shall be received as evidence in any 
criminal or civil action or proceeding in a court in this state, as to the facts contained in those records. 
The coroner of the county where the death was pronounced shall be responsible for the release of all 
public records relating to that death. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) or (E) of this section, the following records in a coroner's 
office are not public records: 

(a) Preliminary autopsy and investigative notes and findings made by the coroner or by anyone 
acting under the coroner's direction or supervision; 

(b) Photographs of a decedent made by the coroner or by anyone acting under the coroner's 
direction or supervision; 

(c) Suicide notes; 

(d) Medical and psychiatric records provided to the coroner, a deputy coroner, or a 
representative of the coroner or a deputy coroner under section 313.091 of the Revised Code; 
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(e) Records of a deceased individual that are confidential law enforcement investigatory records 
as defined in section 149.43 of the Revised Code; 

(f) Laboratory reports generated from the analysis of physical evidence by the coroner's 
laboratory that is discoverable under Criminal Rule 16. 

(3) In the coroner's discretion, photographs of a decedent may be used for medical, legal, or educational 
purposes. 

 
(B) All records in the coroner's office that are public records are open to inspection by the public, and 
any person may receive a copy of any such record or part of it upon demand in writing, accompanied by 
payment of a record retrieval and copying fee, at the rate of twenty-five cents per page or a minimum 
fee of one dollar. 
 
(C)(1) The coroner shall provide a copy of the full and complete records of the coroner with respect to a 
decedent to a person who makes a written request as the next of kin of the decedent. The following 
persons may make a request pursuant to this division as the next of kin of a decedent: 
 

(a) The surviving spouse of the decedent; 
 
(b) If there is no surviving spouse, or if the surviving spouse has died without having made a 
request pursuant to this division, any child of the decedent over eighteen years of age, with 
each child over eighteen years of age having an independent right to make a request pursuant 
to this division; 

(c) If there is no surviving spouse or child over eighteen years of age, or if the surviving spouse 
and all children over eighteen years of age have died without having made a request pursuant to 
this division, the parents of the decedent, with each parent having an independent right to 
make a request pursuant to this division; 

(d) If there is no surviving spouse, child over eighteen years of age, or parents of the decedent, 
or if all have died without having made a request pursuant to this division, the brothers and 
sisters of the decedent, whether of the whole or the half blood, with each having an 
independent right to make a request pursuant to this division. 

(2) If there is no surviving person who may make a written request as next of kin for a copy of the full 
and complete records of the coroner pursuant to division (C)(1) of this section, or if all next of kin of the 
decedent have died without having made a request pursuant to that division, the coroner shall provide a 
copy of the full and complete records of the coroner with respect to a decedent to the representative of 
the estate of the decedent who is the subject of the records upon written request made by the 
representative. 

 

*To request information from the Ashtabula County Coroner’s Office, the appropriate form must be 
completed and returned to Coroner@ashtabulacounty.us or faxed to 440-576-1520.  
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SECTION V:  

Types of Deaths Reportable to the Ashtabula County Coroner’s Office 

MANNERS OF DEATH: 

Natural: Death occurring in the course of nature and from natural causes (age or disease) 

Accident: loss of life due to an unexpected or unforeseen event, such as a crash, a fall, or a poisoning 

Suicide: Results from an injury or poisoning as a result of an intentional, self-inflicted act committed to 
do self-harm or cause death to one’s self 

Homicide: Results from an injury, poisoning, or volitional act causing another person’s death. May result 
from accidental, reckless or negligent acts event I there is no intent to cause harm 

Undetermined: When the information pointing to the manner of death is no more compelling than one 
or more other competing manners of death when all available information is considered. 

I. ACCIDENTAL DEATHS 

WHEN A PERSON DIES UNDER ANY OF THE BELOW CIRCUMSTANCES, THE DEATH MUST BE REPORTED TO THE 

ASHTABULA COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE 

a) Asphyxiation by gagging or foreign substance, including food in airway; compression of the airway or 
chest by hand, material or ligature; handling cyanide; exclusion of oxygen; carbon monoxide; and/or 
other gasses causing suffocation 

b) Cutting or stabbing 
c) Drug overdoses by any means. Medication, chemical, or poison ingestion, whether it is actual or 

suspected. Includes any medical substance, narcotic, or alcoholic beverage, whether sudden, short- 
or long-term survival has occurred. 

d) Motor vehicle accidents; auto, bus, train, motorcycle, bicycle, buggy, watercraft, snowmobile, or 
aircraft; to include driver, passenger, or related non-passenger (struck by vehicle parts or ejected 
from a vehicle) 

e) Burns from fire, liquid, chemical, radiation, or electricity 
f) Blows or other forms of mechanical violence 
g) Carbon monoxide poisoning (resulting from natural gas, exhaust, or other) 
h) Death from electrocution 
i) Drowning, actual or suspected 
j) Electrical shock 
k) Explosion 
l) Falls, including hip fractures or other injuries 
m) Firearms 
n) Stillborn or newborn infant death where there is  a recent or past traumatic event involving the 

mother (vehicle accidents, homicide, suicide attempt, or drug ingestion) 
o) Weather related death including lightning, heat exhaustion, hyperthermia, tornado, or any 

environmental even 
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II. HOMICIDAL DEATHS 
By any means, suspected of known 
 

III. OCCUAPTIONAL DEATHS 
Instances in which present of past employment may have caused or contributed to death by trauma or 
disease. Deaths in this classification may include; industrial infections, pneumoconiosis, present or past 
exposure to toxic materials, fracture, burns or any other injury received during employment, which may 
have contributed to death. 

 
IV. SUDDEN DEATHS 

Death occurring when in apparent good health or in any suspicious or unusual manner including: 
a) Any death pronounced dead on arrival at any emergency department of a hospital or doctor’s 

office shall be reported 
b) Deaths occurring within 24 hours of admission to a hospital 
c) Any death involving allegations of suspicious medical malpractice, possible poor 

medical/surgical care; including any maternal or infant death where there is suspicious or illegal 
interferent by unethical or unqualified persons or self-induction 

d) All still born infants where there is suspect suspected of actual injury to the mother or infant 
e) Deaths occurring while in any jail, confinement, or custody 
f) Deaths occurring from unknown circumstances 
g) Deaths with no witnessed or little to no information concerning the decedent 
h) Drug abuse, habitual uses of drugs, drug addiction, or alcoholism 
i) Infants and young children, including Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS or Crib Death) 
j) When the deceased is developmentally disabled; any circumstance 

 
V. DELAYED DEATH 

“Delayed Death”- when the cause of death may be from natural causes; however, injury may have 
occurred prior to death and is the reason for a sequence of medical conditions or events leading to 
death. Theses cases would be considered reportable to the Ashtabula County Coroner’s office. Common 
examples include: 

a) Past traffic accidents with injury and/or long-term care in a nursing home 
b) Hip fractures causing a declining condition after injury 
c) Gunshot wounds, stabbings, assaults, with death to occur days up to years later 

 
VI. SUICIDAL DEATHS 

By any means, suspected or known 
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VII. NURSING HOME/ ASSISTED LIVING DEATH 
Ohio Revised Code 313.12 requires nursing home/ assisted living deaths to the Ashtabula County 
Coroner’s office immediately upon death with the following criteria: 

a) When the cause of death is in doubt, is questionable, or suspicious as to how the patient 
may have expired 

b) The death has occurred within one (1) year of a significant fracture, such as long bone, 
vertebrae, skull, etc. 

c) The patient has expired after being involved in an accident that may have influence the 
cause of death where the cause of death may be traced back to the accident 

d) Any falls, fractures, or medical incidents (aspiration, overdose, etc.) sustained by the 
deceased while in the nursing home.  

 
VIII. THERAPEUTIC DEATH 

Death occurring: 
a)  while under the influence of anesthesia or during anesthetic induction, or post-anesthetic period 

without the patient regaining consciousness. Including death following long term survival, if the 
original incident is thought to be related to the surgical procedure and/or anesthetic agent 

b) During or following any diagnostic or therapeutic procedure, which though to be directly related to 
the procedure or complication from said procedure 

c) Due to the administration of drug, serum, vaccine, or any other substance for any diagnostic, 
therapeutic or immunological purpose 

 
QUESTION OR DOUBT 
 When the origin of the cause of death falls into any of the previous classifications, it must be reported 
the coroner’s office, even if the survival period subsequent to the onset is over 24 hours. 
 
Only the Ashtabula County Coroner’s office can legally sign a death certificate of a person who has died 
as a direct or indirect result of the causes listed. 
 
Should the Coroner’s office decline jurisdiction, after an initial investigation concerning the 
circumstances surrounding the death, the jurisdiction shall return to the institution where the death 
occurred. The physician who attended to the deceased person prior to death shall sign the death 
certificate as being the result of natural causes.  
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SECTION VI: 

CUSTODY OF BODIES AND IDENTIFICATION 

CUSTODY 
A deceased body in the jurisdiction of the Ashtabula County Coroner’s office will be held, until it is 
deemed no longer necessary to determine the cause and/or manner of death. 
 
IF and when the death scene appears to be the result of unnatural causes, or the death is suspected to 
be caused by unlawful, suspicious or violent means, the body or bodies; all clothing jewelry, 
wallet/purse, phone or other personal items are not to be disturbed until the Ashtabula County 
Coroner’s Office completes an investigation. 
 
When foul play is suspected, the body shall not be removed from the site until permission is given from 
the Ashtabula County Coroner’s office. Once the investigation is completed by the coroner’s office, the 
deceased may be transported to the Ashtabula County Morgue, or Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s 
Office. If there are no signs of foul play or suspicious means, the deceased may be transported to the 
family’s funeral home choice If a next of kin cannot be located, and/or contacted, the deceased may be 
transported to the Ashtabula County Morgue, until proper notification can be made. 
 
Should the coroner decline jurisdiction after an initial investigation concerning the circumstances 
surrounding the death, the jurisdiction shall be returned to the institution where the death occurred. 
The death certificate will be referred to the physician who attended to the deceased prior to death. 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF DECEASED 
Proper identification is necessary in order to establish verification of identity and to complete a death 
certificate. An unidentified decedent cannot be released until a positive identity is established. Ways of 
identification include: DNA, mechanical implants or devices, or tattoos. The time of identification may 
vary depending on the method used. In the event a visual identification is required, the coroner’s office 
will make the proper arrangements.  
 

SECTION VII: 

INFORMATION FOR PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL PERSONNEL 

Ohio Law requires that physical and medical personnel cooperate with the Coroner’s Office. Requests 
may be made to photocopies of any and all hospital records to supply information for an accurate 
evaluation of the case. The authority to request and receive such medical records is contained in ORC 
313.091 In addition, blood and other specimens may be requested. Medical apparatus such as 
endotracheal tubes, airways, monitor pads, IV lines, pacemakers, including leads, drain tubes, catheters 
or similar equipment must be retained in their original positions on the body. Medical personnel are 
encouraged to discuss cases with the Coroner’s office. 
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SECTION VIII: 

HOW TO REPORT A DEATH 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Section IX 

Contact information and Personnel for the Ashtabula County Coroner’s Office 

 

 

 
 

  
  
  

 

astewart@ashtabulacounty.us 
bastowers@ashtabulacounty.us 
amyoung@ashtabulacounty.us 
whstitt@ashtabulacounty.us 
dmwest@ashtabulacounty.us 
rsansbro@ashtabulacounty.us
scchase@ashtabulacounty.us

General Email: coroner@ashtabulacounty.us
Phone:    440-576-3550
Fax:    440-576-1520                                                          

Coroner                                                          Dr. Pamela Lancaster
Deputy Coroner     Dr. Catherine Bishop 
Chief Investigator    Amber Stewart 
Administrative Assistant   Brooke Stowers 
Investigator     Amber Young 
Investigator     Wade Stitt
Investigator     Dave West 
Investigator     Ryan Ansbro
Investigator                                                   Steve Chase

 
 
 

1.Name of deceased 
2.Sex and race
3.Date of birth
4.Current Address
5.What happened?
6.Treatment provided

11.Any current medications        
   a.Last fill date         
  b.Prescribed doctor
12.Is there a primary care physician
           a.last time seen
13.Name and title of person pronouncing death 
14.Next of kin
       a.Name, phone number and relationship 
15.Location and position of deceased
16.Has the family chosen a funeral home

7.Signs of foul play/ suspicious means?
8.Medical history
9. Is the deceased developmentally disabled 
(MRDD)
10.Time of death

If a person is deceased due to any of the above circumstances, the death is to be reported to 
the Ashtabula County Coroner’s office by calling the Ashtabula County Sheriff's Office at 
(440)576-3550. Please provide your name, agency, call back phone number, and nature of 
the call. The dispatcher will contact the on-call investigator, who will then contact caller.

Please be prepared with the following information:


